Elements of Poetry Terms
Types of Poetry

1. Speaker: the voice that talks to the reader in a poem (may or may not be the author of the poem)
2. Haiku: Japanese poetry that is 3 lines long in which the 1st line is 5 syllables, the 2nd line is 7 syllables, and the 3rd line is 5 syllables
3. Limerick: Humorous poetry composed of 5 lines in a structured “AABBA” rhyming pattern in which lines 1,2, &5 are longer than lines 3& 4
4. Ballad: a poem that tells a story and is meant to be sung or recited
5. Narrative: a poem that tells a story
6. Elegy: a poem that states a poet’s sadness about the death of an important person
7. Epic: A long story poem that describes the adventures of a hero and his companions
8. Free verse: poetry with no regular rules regarding form, rhyme, rhythm, meter etc.  So that lines are irregular and may or may not rhyme
9. Blank verse: Unrhymed poetry with meter that is usually iambic pentameter
10. Ode: a long lyric poem of a serious nature that commemorates or celebrates
11. Sonnet: a 14line poem in iambic pentameter with a carefully patterned rhyme scheme
12. Lyric: a short poem with one speaker (not necessarily the poet) who expresses thoughts and feelings
13. Concrete: (shape) Poetry in which the arrangement of the poem’s words on the page reflects the poem’s subject
Sounds Devices: sensory language that appeals to the sense of hearing

14. Repetition: Technique in which a sound, word, or phrase, or line is repeated for effect or emphasis
15. Rhyme: Repetition of sounds at the end of words
16. End Rhyme: Repetition of sounds at the ends of lines
17. Internal Rhyme: Repetition of sounds within a line
18. Rhyme scheme: The pattern of end rhyme (ex. AABBA)
19. Rhythm: Pattern or flow of sound created by the arrangement of stressed and unstressed syllables
20. Alliteration: Repeated consonant sounds at the beginning of words or within words
21. Assonance: Repetition of vowel sounds in stressed words or syllables
22.  Onomatopoeia: The use of words whose sounds suggest their meaning or use
Figurative Language: conveys meaning beyond the ordinary

23. Metaphor: An implied comparison between two relatively unlike things
24. Extended metaphor: Compares two essentially unlike things at some length
25. Simile: A comparison between two unlike things using like, as, than, or resembles
26. Hyperbole: Exaggeration for emphasis or for humorous effect
27. Imagery: Concrete details that appeal to the sense of sight, sound, touch, smell, and taste
28. Personification: The giving of human qualities to an animal, object, or idea
29. Allusion: A reference to something historical or literary
Form: The arrangement of lines and words on a page that help create a visual effect that reinforces the poem’s message

30. Meter: the regular pattern of accented and unaccented syllables
31. Lines: A word or group of words in a row of poetry (may or may not be a sentence)
32. Verse: The group of lines in a poem
33. Stanza: The grouping of two or more lines in a poem (comparable to a paragraph in prose)
34. Couplet: Pairs of rhyming lines in a poem
35. End stop: punctuation that indicates the end of a completed thought in a poem (may or may not be at the end of a line)
